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soon engaged to listen to his wholesome admonitions and instructions,
and in a short time became a Christian. And with such ardour did he
open his heart to the divine grace that he was at once filled with the
perfect spirit of this holy religion, and, rejoicing that he had found so
precious a treasure, he no longer regarded anything else, despising for it
the whole world and life itself. He had harboured this apostolic man
some days when an information was given in to the governor that the
preacher of the Christian religion, after whom the strictest inquiry was
making, lay hid at Alban's house. Soldiers were despatched thither to
make diligent search after the man of God, but he was then secretly fled.
Christ promises that he who receives a prophet, in the name of a prophet,
shall meet with the recompense of a prophet. This was fultilled in Alban,
who, by entertaining a confessor of Christ, received the grace of faith and
the crown of martyrdom. He exchanged clothes with his guest, that the
preacher might more easily escape in that disguise to carry the news of
salvation to others; and himself put on the stranger's long robe, called
" caracalla." Alban, earnestly desiring to shed his blood for Christ,
whom he had but just learned to know, presented himself boldly in this
habit to the soldiers, and was by them bound and led to the judge, who
happened at that very time to be standing at the altar and offering sacrifice
to his idols. When he saw Alban, he was highly provoked at the cheat
which the saint had put upon him by substituting himself for his guest,
and ordering him to be dragged before the images of his gods, he said,
" As you have chosen to conceal a sacrilegious person and a blasphemer,
the punishment which he should have suffered shall fall upon you, in case
you refuse to comply with the worship of our religion." The saint
answered, with a noble courage, that he would never obey such an order.
The magistrate then asked him of what family he was. Alban replied,
*' To what purpose do you inquire of my family? If you would know
my religion, I am a Christian.*' The judge asked his name, to which he
answered, " My name is Alban, and I worship the only true and living
God, who created all things." The magistrate said, " If you would enjoy
the happiness of life, sacrifice instantly to the great gods." Alban replied,
" The sacrifices you offer are made to devils, who neither help their
votaries nor grant their petitions. Whoever shall sacrifice to these idols
shall receive for his reward the everlasting pains of hell." The judge,
enraged beyond measure at these words, commanded the holy confessor
to be scourged; and seeing him bear with an unshaken constancy, and
even with joy, the most cruel tortures, he at last condemned him to be
beheaded. An exceeding great multitude of people went out to behold
his execution, and the judge remained almost alone in the city without
attendance. In the road was a river, and the stream in that part, which
was pent up by a wall and sand, was exceeding rapid. So numerous ms